Thirteen-year-old Daisy suffers medical and
behavioral complications as a result of her
multiple disabilities. She was referred to the
MLPC by her pediatrician due to concerns about
the special education services being provided
to her. Daisy’s school reduced the length of her
school day to only 3 hours per day and placed her
in an extremely restrictive setting secluded from
her peers, leading to a drastic decline in Daisy’s
ability to verbally communicate.
An MLPC attorney ensured that an appropriate
IEP was put in place to support Daisy and
stopped the use of the restrictive measures in her
plan. We also assisted the family in enrolling
Daisy in another school which could more
appropriately meet her needs. Daisy currently
attends school for a full school day, participates
alongside her peers, and is a leader in her class.

Services & Providers
The MLPC seeks to improve child health and
well-being through targeted legal services. ABLE
attorneys provide consults and advice, referrals, and
representation to pediatric patients and their families.
The MLPC Toledo offers on-site legal services at
ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital, the ProMedica
Center for Health Services, the Mercy Family Care
Center, and Mercy Children's Hospital. In addition,
the MLPC Toledo serves patients through Rocket
Pediatrics, the pediatric primary care practice on the
University of Toledo Health Science Campus.
Medical and mental health providers treating pediatric
and obstetric patients at partnering facilities may refer
patients to the MLPC for a full legal needs assessment.

The Medical-Legal Partnership for Children (MLPC)
provides free legal help in a healthcare setting
for low-income patients and their families.
Doctors and lawyers work together to identify people
who are having legal problems that can also affect
their health and advocate to resolve those barriers.

To make a referral to the MLPC:
Fax a referral form to:

(419) 259-2880
Call ABLE and ask for an MLPC attorney:

(419) 255-0814

Visit the MLPC website:

mlpc.ablelaw.org

The MLPC is a collaboration among:

The MLPC is a collaboration among ProMedica
Toledo Children’s Hospital, Mercy Children’s
Hospital, Rocket Pediatrics/UT Health, and two
law firms serving low-income clients: Advocates for
Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), and Legal Aid of
Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO).
Our partnership serves people and communities by
promoting health and well-being while combating
health-harming social conditions. We achieve
this through three key advocacy strategies: free
civil legal assistance in a clinical setting; ongoing
training and education for medical and legal
providers; and systemic advocacy for change.

Free Civil Legal Assistance
A primary component of the Toledo MLPC is the
delivery of legal assistance and representation to lowincome children and their families in a clinical setting.
Since families make regular visits to their pediatrician,
medical providers are in an excellent position to screen
for legal issues having a negative effect on health
outcomes, including problems with income, housing,
safety, medical insurance, or education.
Research shows health and well-being improve
when a family’s legal needs are met. A survey
conducted by the National Center for Medical Legal
Partnership found that more than half of healthcare
providers reported improved health outcomes,
improved patient engagement and treatment
adherence, and reduced stress for their patients as
a result of providers’ participation in a medical-legal
partnership.

Training & Education
An essential part of a medical-legal partnership is
the relationship between lawyers and medical care
providers. Lawyers provide physicians, residents,
nurses, and social workers with the knowledge
necessary to screen patients for legal problems and
to assess the social and environmental determinants
of their patients' health and welfare. Attorneys also
provide guidance, resources, tools, and strategies to
intervene and advocate for patients.
Physicians and other healthcare providers familiarize
attorneys with healthcare environments and educate
them about the healthcare system, its challenges,
and patient needs. Together, these professionals
represent an integrated, holistic approach to
care for children and their families.
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Systemic Advocacy
Social conditions including housing, education,
and access to healthcare are factors that affect public
health. The MLPC works to influence the systems,
programs, and policies that impact the health and
well-being of children and their families with the
goal of bringing about positive change in local, state,
and national policies and regulations.
Recent examples of advocacy and legal intervention
include testimony to the Ohio House of Representatives
Education Committee on the effects of extended school
removals for children with mental health needs; creation
of outreach and education material to support improved
access to healthcare and healthy housing for children;
investigation and targeted interventions in geographic
clusters of childhood asthma; and the drafting of
legislation to reduce lead exposure in children.
As part of this advocacy work, the MLPC participates
in a wide range of community coalitions and works
with a number of community partners to increase
positive health and well-being outcomes for children.
Legal aid attorneys have also successfully integrated
recurring, systemic issues that affect low-income
MLPC clients into their practice. In the course of
providing legal assistance to clients, MLPC attorneys
have identified systemic education advocacy, access to
healthcare for Medicaid eligible children, and access to
healthy, stable homes as significant areas of need in this
community. Reducing health disparities remains a key
goal of the MLPC.
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